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***CURRENTLY UNDER REVISION***

1. 
This procedure establishes guidelines for driving apparatus belonging to the Mechanicsville Volunteer Fire Department.

2.
Apparatus responding on emergency calls (lights & sirens) shall exercise due regard and not exceed the posted speed limit by more than 10 miles per hour. The only exception will be in the case of a true emergency - known life-threatening situation (subjects trapped etc.)

3.
Apparatus responding on routine calls shall abide by all traffic laws while en route to the call. (i.e. red lights, speed limit etc.)


4.
At no time will any piece of apparatus be backed up or moved in tight areas without the officer of that piece or his/her designated observer in such a position as to be seen by the driver when the piece is in motion. The only deviation from this will be when a piece of apparatus is driver only.

5.
When emergency equipment is returning from an incident, all traffic laws will be abided by at all times. Headlights will be used at all times.

6.
All safety equipment (seatbelts) provided will be worn at all times.

7.
Under no circumstances will a junior or probationary member drive the apparatus. Members shall drive if they are in the Drivers Training Program and have completed training on the piece of equipment that is to respond with permission by the officer in charge. This permission may be granted over the radio, but under no circumstances is to be assumed.

8.        Officers may drive the apparatus only when there are no drivers and meet the following requirements.

                 a: If the Officer was a Driver prior to becoming an Officer.

                 b: The Officer is in the Drivers Training Program and has completed training on                      
 the piece of equipment that is to respond.  

NOTE: THE STATE OF MARYLAND REQUIRES YOU TO HAVE A CLASS “A” OR CLASS “B” LICENSE TO OPERATE ANY VEHICLE OVER 26,001 POUNDS. A COMMERCIAL RATING IS NOT REQUIRED.

9. In the event of an accident involving a Mechanicsville Volunteer Fire Department vehicle, the individual operating it at the time of the incident will have his/her driving privileges suspended until completion of the investigation by the Department Safety Officer(s).

NOTE: DEPENDING ON THE SEVERITY OF THE INCIDENT AND THE OUTCOME OF THE INVESTIGATION, DRIVING PRIVLEGES COULD BE SUSPENDED INDEFINATELY.

