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***CURRENTLY UNDER REVISION***

THE WASHING OF PROTECTIVE CLOTHING WILL BE DONE IN ACCORDANCE WITH NFPA 1581, FIRE DEPARTMENT INFECTION CONTROL PROGRAM & NFPA 1500, FIRE

DEPARTMENT OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH PROGRAM.

NOTE: THE WASHING OF CONTAMINATED PROTECTIVE CLOTHING WILL BE DONE BY THE UNIFORM /RUNNING GEAR COMMITTEE MEMBERS THAT HAVE BEEN TRAINED TO DO SO.
1.
Cleaning or disinfecting of contaminated protective clothing, station/work uniforms or other clothing shall take place in the wash area where the turnout gear washer is located. To avoid the possibility of spreading infectious diseases by cross-contamination, contaminated protective clothing, station/work uniforms or other clothing shall not be taken home. The protective coats, trousers, boots, hoods, and firefighting gloves shall be cleaned and dried according to the manufacturers instructions. This will be done at least once every six (6) months whether it needs it or not. It will be done after every working fire. Chlorine bleach or cleaning agents containing chlorine bleach will not be used.

2.
Protective clothing contaminated with blood or other potentially infectious body fluids will be decontaminated immediately. Contaminated clothing will be handled as little as possible with minimum agitation. The member must remove all personal protective clothing prior to leaving an injury scene or work area. Protective clothing heavily contaminated with blood and/or body fluids will be placed in leak proof bags, sealed and then cleaned following the proper guidelines whether it be in house or done professionally. The member or members (those who will be cleaning the turnout gear) coming in contact with the contaminated clothing are required to wear protective disposable gloves and any other personal protective equipment as the situation warrants. 

3.
The protective clothing will be washed as follows:

“A” RACK------JANUARY & JULY

“B” RACK------FEBRUARY & AUGUST

“C” RACK------MARCH & SEPTEMBER

“D” RACK------APRIL & OCTOBER

“E” RACK------MAY & NOVEMBER

“F” RACK------JUNE & DECEMBER

NOTE: This format will ensure that all turnout gear will get washed at least once every six (6) months to comply with NFPA 1500 and NFPA 1581.

NOTE: It will be the individuals’ responsibility to find turnout gear to wear while theirs is out for cleaning and/or repairs. They can either pair up with someone and notify that individual that they are sharing their gear or if there is spare gear that they can wear, it will be assigned to them for that period of time. 

