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Purpose:

This guideline outlines cell phone usage by members of the Department while operating on emergency incidents. 

Applicability:

This guideline applies to all personnel of the Mechanicsville Volunteer Fire Department.

Guideline:

A. Apparatus operators may not use cellular phones while driving and operating emergency vehicles. The operator must stop the vehicle at a safe location prior to using a handheld cell phone. Texting and emailing through electronic devices are prohibited per Maryland Transportation Article Section 21-1124.1 of the Annotated Code of Maryland. 

B. Cell phone use on emergency incidents should be related to the mitigation of the emergency. 

C. Cell phones may be used for patient consultations in the event of radio failure. 

D. Cellular phones with digital photography capabilities shall not be used in areas such as locker rooms, restrooms, showers, emergency scenes, restricted areas or other locations where an invasion of privacy may be perceived. 

E. The following guidelines for use of cellular phones with digital photography capabilities shall be followed:

1. If a lens cover is available it shall be used when the camera is not in use. 

2. The lens of the camera should be pointed away from others when using the cellular phone. 

3. Permission shall be obtained before taking photographs of anyone in the workplace. Permission shall be obtained before transmitting photographs. 

4. Digital photographs taken with cellular phones may be a useful tool used to document events that are related to conducting the business of the Department or in the mitigation of an emergency or incident. The use of cellular phones is permitted when used in this fashion. 

