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***CURRENTLY UNDER REVISION***

Overview
1. This policy requires all personnel who are operating at, or are on the scene of incidents that occur on highways and streets to wear a minimum level of protective clothing with reflective striping to ensure their visibility.

2. The intent of this policy is to ensure the visibility and enhance the personal safety of all personnel while they are present on incident scenes by requiring them to wear protective clothing with reflective surfaces. Personnel must wear an approved traffic safety vest when operating on incident scenes that occur on highways and streets. 

Purpose

1. It is this policy’s purpose to require all personnel who are operating at or are present on the scene of incidents that occur on a highway or street to wear protective clothing and/or approved traffic safety vests with reflective striping to ensure their safety. 

2. This policy applies to all Mechanicsville Volunteer Fire Department personnel when they are operating at or are present on the scene of incidents that occur on highways or streets. 

Policy

1. It is the goal of the Fire Chief to implement and enforce policies, procedures and guidelines that ensure the safety of all personnel. Personnel who are operating at, or are on the scene of incidents occurring on highways or streets must wear a traffic safety vest specified in this policy. The requirement to wear appropriate garments with a reflective surface is intended solely to increase safety by improving the visibility of personnel. 

a. The Incident Commander will evaluate the risks on an incident scene and may designate an incident at any location a “traffic safety vest required” incident, if the Incident Commander believes that wearing a traffic safety vest will increase personnel visibility, and enhance their safety. 

b. All personnel who are working at, standing at or near, or are otherwise present on incident scenes on highways or streets must wear a traffic safety vest and/or their turnout coat . Personnel must wear a traffic safety vest if they remove their structural firefighting protective coat, but remain on the incident scene. 

c. All personnel must wear a traffic safety vest if they are operating at or are present on an incident on a highway or street, regardless of the incident type or their role on the incident scene. If traffic safety vests are unavailable, personnel must wear a structural firefighting protective coat or a sector/command vest with reflective striping. 

d. The only time a traffic safety vest will not be worn is during fire attack as the vests are not flame retardant. This includes but not limited to structure fires, vehicle fires and wild land fires. 

Responsibilities

1. The Incident Commander is responsible for ensuring that all personnel wear a traffic safety vest, a structural firefighting coat or other approved reflective garment. 

2. All personnel who are on the incident scene must wear the approved traffic safety vest as determined by the Incident Commander. 

3. All operational personnel will be issued a traffic safety vest meeting the 2006 ANSI/ISEA 207-standard for High Visibility Public Safety Vests. 
